2020 Application
Guidance Notes

Overview

SkyCity Auckland Community Trust is a valued
part of the commitment SkyCity has made
to the Auckland community since its inception
in 1996.
Established as part of SkyCity Auckland’s license,
the Trust has distributed over $48 million to
more than 2,501 charitable organisations,
both large and small, that have undertaken
community assistance and development work
in the greater Auckland area. The Trust has
a Board of Trustees that make decisions on
grant allocations and set priorities for the Trust,
detailed below.

What’s new?

Over the past 18 months, Aotearoa’s
philanthropic community has worked together
to find different ways more New Zealanders
can experience the benefits of philanthropy.
Local and international reviews of philanthropic
practices have found that a shift was needed
from more traditional forms of giving, to
prioritising impactful funding models. These
funding models value collaborative partnerships
and focus on a variety of short and long term
outcomes.
In 2019, SkyCity Community Trusts undertook a
review and found that it was in a strong position
to have a greater impact with its funding. Excited

by the collaborative vision of the philanthropy
sector and the ability to partner, the Trusts took
the bold step to adjust its strategic priorities
and maximise social impact. Trustees have
been appointed to deliver an innovative funding
framework which has been adopted to support
our communities to realise their potential.

Vision and Strategic Priorities

SkyCity Auckland Community Trust’s vision is;
“Communities engaged and connected,
equals thriving communities”
To support this vision, there are two areas of
strategic priority;
• Community Wellbeing
• Community Innovation
Organisations who support their community in
either or both priority areas are encouraged to
apply.

Funding Rounds

While we have a smaller pool of funds to draw
on this year, the focus remains on enabling
community wellbeing and innovation and we
encourage collaboration and partnerships for
broader impact.

Area of Benefit

SkyCity Auckland Community Trust accepts
applications from charitable organisations
operating from the Far North down to the
Bombay Hills. Support is not given to activities
occurring internationally or outside of this
greater Auckland boundary area.
In cases where projects are delivered nationally,
the Trust may consider partial funding requests
for aspects of the project delivered within
the greater Auckland area. You will need to
demonstrate the percentage of the programme
being delivered to the greater Auckland area.

2020 Funding Criteria
and Priorities

Some changes in criteria have been put in place
for this round to ensure the Trust can achieve
greater impact within the wider Auckland and
Northland communities.
Whilst all applications which support
Community Wellbeing and Innovation will be
considered, this year’s priority will be given to
applications that support the development
and advancement of Rangatahi/Young People
through a mix of ;
• Direct funding initiatives for
Youth/Rangatahi employability,
development and wellbeing
• Social enterprise and community
economies that support Youth/Rangatahi
to thrive
• Initiatives that lift the environment Youth/
Rangatahi exist within
• Initiatives that ensure Youth/Rangatahi are
considered in the context of their Whānau
and Community
• Initiatives that address systemic inequities
that pose barriers to Youth/Rangatahi
success

Outcomes

Enhanced youth
development and well-being

Key
Approaches

• Youth empowerment and
development

• Mainstream Sport and
recreation

• Youth wellbeing including
mental wellbeing

• Health organisations with a
single health focus

• Employability development
(such as work readiness
and work-related skills and
training)

Rangatahi /
Young People

Exclusions

• Mainstream education
• Playgrounds and shade sails

• Initiatives that provide and/
or support pastoral care
• Initiatives that support
whānau, cultural and
community connectedness
• Youth led initiatives which
benefit them directly,
their wider whānau and/or
community
Enhanced family well-being
and self determination

• Initiatives that build
knowledge, skills and
behaviours that strengthen
family wellbeing

• Health organisations with
a single health focus

• Innovative strength-based
initiatives

• Mainstream budgeting
services

• Programmes and services
that deliver sustainable
change for families

Whānau /
Families

• Individual support in terms
of housing and tenancies

• Initiatives that advance
equity
Families have increased
opportunities to generate
income

• Employment opportunities
• Social Enterprise Initiatives
• Financial literacy
development
• Support to access
employment opportunities
or educational achievement

Hapori /
Communities

Increased opportunities
for community economic
development

• Community economic
development initiatives,
including social enterprise,
community asset ownership
and micro enterprise,
cultural and community
connectedness

• Individual support
• For-profit business with no
social benefit/ community
ownership

COVID-19 Response

The economic and social impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic have directly affected
communities, families and individuals in
numerous ways.
During the COVID-19 Alert Level 4 lockdown in
New Zealand in April 2020, the SkyCity Auckland
Community Trust took a proactive approach to
supporting our vulnerable communities and,
in line with good philanthropic practice, made
the decision to provide a rapid response and
‘act with impact’ – running an extraordinary
grant round which saw us partner with four
organisations to distribute $1 million of our funds
to support distribution of frontline resources
directly to whānau/families across the greater
Auckland and Northland regions.
To ensure we maintain a focus on the anticipated
longer-term impacts of COVID-19 on our
communities, the SkyCity Auckland Community
Trust encourages applicants to include their
COVID-19 response plans as part of their
application submission.

Funding Principles

SkyCity Auckland Community Trust makes
grants to organisations based on the following
guiding principles:
Mutual values and commitment to learning
• Organisations that value having a partnership
with the Trust and are committed to a
journey of shared learning with the Trust.
Measuring outcomes and evaluating impact
• The recipient organisation can evaluate and
achieve measurable outcomes in line with
their vision and priorities.
Community led collaboration and partnerships
• Preference is given to projects and initiatives
that are community-led and are collaborative
with enhanced efficiencies and outcomes as
a result.
• Organisations that are striving for
self-reliance and can make some financial
and/or in-kind contribution to the project.

Funding exclusions

SkyCity Auckland Community Trust does not
fund any of the following:
• Individuals
• Loan and endowment funds
• Activities occurring outside of New Zealand
or the geographic boundary of the greater
Auckland and Northland area
• Ongoing assistance
• Business or investment capital
• Retrospective activities
• Core education equipment or projects
that deliver core education
• Refer to specific exclusions related to our
desired outcomes in the funding criteria
model.

What will we be
assessing you on?

We will be looking for organisations who:
• are applying for aspects of their work that
align with both ours and their priorities and
can be evidenced appropriately;
• are requesting funding for aspects of their
work that contribute to the outcomes they
want to impact and that these positive
changes last beyond the scope of the funded
project/initiative;
• can evidence the need for the initiative,
the impact they are making and have a clear
mandate from the community;
• have a strong track record of engaging in
learning and evaluation with a welldeveloped evaluative approach to ensure
continuous improvement and effectiveness
or a willingness to develop and engage in
this approach;
• can demonstrate that they are culturally
responsive in the way they engage with
the community, the development of their
programmes and in their governance
structure.

General Funding
Information
Grant size

The Trust has no specified minimum or
maximum limits on grant requests. The Trustees
may scale back a request if appropriate for the
amount available for distribution.

Reapplying to the Trust

Previous recipients may reapply for consecutive
grant rounds.

GST

The Trusts’ donations are considered
unconditional gifts and therefore no GST is
payable on any donation received. If your
organisation is GST registered, the grant will not
cover the GST component and will be awarded
on a GST exclusive basis. If your organisation is
not GST registered, the grant will be paid on a
GST inclusive basis.

Use of Funds

Grants made are for specific purposes and
are outlined clearly in the notification to your
organisation. The funds granted may not be
applied to any other purpose other than that
specified unless the express written consent of
the Trust is first obtained.

Reporting

As a condition of grants made, organisations are
required to demonstrate that the funds have
been applied to the nominated use as detailed
in the application through reporting
on outcomes and impact.
Reporting milestones are negotiated with
SkyCity Auckland Community Trust.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

• Organisations must complete the relevant
online application form and nominate two
suitable contact people
• All questions on the application form must
be completed, even if supporting information
is provided
• Where the application is for larger or
multi-year grant requests, and for those who
are incorporated charities, the organisation’s
latest set of financial accounts must be
included along with other requested support
material
• Incomplete or late applications will not be
accepted
• All applications must meet the outlined
funding criteria, which includes the
requirement to submit their COVID-19
response plans
• A successful application does not set a
precedent for any future funding assistance
from the SkyCity Auckland Community Trust
• Applicant organisations must inform the
SkyCity Auckland Community Trust of any
relevant information and be prepared to assist
any enquiries made by the respective Trust’s
duly authorised officers or agents
• All applicants must be not-for-profit
organisations and operate in line with
charitable purposes
• Organisations must have been established
for a minimum of 12 months. New groups
may be considered if partnering with an
existing organisation established longer than
12-months.

HOW TO APPLY

• Applications must be made using the online
2020 SkyCity Auckland Community Trust
application form you can find here
https://skycity.smartygrants.com.au/AKL26
• Complete applications should be submitted
online no later than 5th October 2020
• Paper applications will not be accepted.
• LATE or INCOMPLETE applications will not
be accepted.

DEADLINE AND CONTACT DETAILS
Application DEADLINE:
6.00pm Monday 5th October 2020

SkyCity Auckland Community Trust Contacts:
Ph: 09 363 7005
Email: enquiries@skycitycommunitytrust.org.nz

