SKYCITY QUEENSTOWN CASINO COMMUNITY TRUST
RECIPIENTS LIST 2014
SKYCITY Queenstown Casino Community Trust is proud to support
46 community groups in 2014 with a total distribution of $111,181.43.
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Alpine Community Development
Trust operating as Community
Networks Wanaka

Community Networks Wanaka is a one-stop centre, offering social service information
and advice throughout the upper Clutha. Funding has been approved to purchase
sports equipment, high visibility vests and replacement first-aid kits for the School
Holiday Club that operates for ten weeks of the year over the school holidays and
caters for 35–50 children daily. The programme is diverse and stimulating with a mix
of creative activities, sports and outings such as visits to the Toy Museum, Base Camp,
horse riding and the pool.

$1,108.00

Arrowtown RSA

The RSA has been at the heart of communities across New Zealand for nearly
100 years, supporting service men and women and their families. The Arrowtown RSA
in conjunction with the Queenstown Lakes District Council is commencing restoration
work at the war memorial on Soldiers Hill. The memorial was erected in 1923 and is in
need of structural repairs due to settlement of the lower steps/plinths and movement
in pillars and railing on the South and West elevations. The Cenotaph is at the centre
of all commemorations for the RSA, ANZAC Day and Armistice Day. Funding has been
approved to contribute towards the restoration.

$10,000.00

Arthritis Foundation of
New Zealand

Arthritis is one of the leading causes of disability in New Zealand and
Arthritis Foundation of New Zealand is the only charity with the aim of improving
the lives of people affected by arthritis. For those in the Queenstown-Lakes area,
their Dunedin-based Arthritis Educator provides this support through quarterly visits
to Queenstown, as part of a trip to the wider Queenstown-Lakes and Central Otago
regions. While in Queenstown, the Arthritis Educator offers group clinics and
self-management workshops to enable people to become more knowledgeable
about their condition and better equipped with strategies to enable them to lead as
full a life as possible. Funding has been approved to advertise group clinics and
self-management workshops in the Queenstown Lakes District.

$2,000.00

Aspiring Beginnings Early
Learning Centre

Aspiring Beginnings Early Learning Centre provides all families with high quality early
childhood care and education in a small family-focused environment. Funding has
been awarded to provide shade sail curtains to protect the verandah space from the
elements which would enable the children to learn inside and outside of the classroom
all year long.

$6,000.00

Aspiring Gymsports

The primary focus of Aspiring Gymsports is to provide affordable, fundamental gym
skills to children within the Upper Clutha District. Club membership has increased
substantially over the past year and they now need new equipment for safety and
development. Funding has been approved to purchase an air trak, an inflatable tumble
track for learning to tumble safely. This piece of equipment will also be good for public
displays as it requires less space and people to assist with moving and setting it up.
The Club provides public displays at Wanakafest, Autumn Festival and the Wanaka
A&P Show.

$2,000.00

Autism New Zealand

Autism New Zealand provides support, training, advocacy, resources and information
on Autism Spectrum disorders including Asperger’s Syndrome. Funding has been
approved for the purchase of two iPads to be used by children with Autism to aid their
learning and communication.

$1,000.00
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Families First Trust t/a
Queenstown Lakes Family Centre

With an emphasis on social-emotional development from conception through to
18-years of age, the Queenstown Lakes Family Centre (QLFC) delivers evidencebased assessment, prevention and early intervention services for children and their
families. Their aim is to promote wellbeing and develop resilience in children, in order
to help them to grow into healthy functioning adults. QLFC receives a significant
number of referrals each year for children suffering from the negative impacts of their
mother’s mental health problems. Research proves that postnatal depression and
other maternal health problems lead to poor outcomes for children that can persist
into adulthood. It is widely recognised that prevention is better than cure and that
intervention at the earliest point increases the likelihood of sustainable change. With
this in mind the concept of the Pregnancy and You pilot project was developed.
Proposed is a 12-month Health Promotion and Specialised Screening Programme
designed to complement current maternal health services by supporting mental
wellbeing. At confirmation of pregnancy, the GP will refer women for a 90-minute
session where women are able to explore the impact of becoming a parent in a safe
environment. With 350 births in Queenstown each year, it is envisaged that the pilot
could support at least 250 women. Funding has been approved to enable 47 women
to participate in the pilot programme.

$3,500.00

Fernhill and Sunshine Bay
Community Association

The Fernhill Sunshine Bay Community Association is a community group dedicated to
making the most of their area for residents, both today and in to the future and is the
largest community association in the Wakatipu district. Funding has been approved to
contribute towards the purchase of a Double Electric Barbeque (one BBQ with
two hotplates) in the park on Fernhill Road. The local residents would utilise this area
for summer get togethers and picnics, hence becoming the local meeting place and
focal point.

$7,000.00

Happiness House Trust

Happiness House is a community based non-profit organisation which provides
services to the Wakatipu District. They provide a warm, friendly, confidential
environment where people can meet in a home-like setting. Their mission is to assist
those in need by encouraging healthy and empowering life choices. Funding has been
approved to assist with firewood and rubbish disposal costs. Happiness House
receives donated good from the community which helps with their funding and
operation. Unfortunately, not all goods are in quality condition and need to be
disposed of which is becoming an ongoing and costly issue.

$2,500.00

Hawea Community Food Forest

The objectives of Hawea Community Food Forest is to create a community food
forest in the Hawea Domain in Hawea Flat to educate people about food forests as a
sustainable food system design, and related horticultural skills, to provide free locally
grown organic good and to provide a place where the community can meet and work
together on a shared vision. Simply stated, a community food forest is like a
community garden, orchard and tree park growing together, using principles of
permaculture, regenerative design and organic principles. Funding has been approved
to purchase plant nursery materials which will aid the project becoming self-sufficient.

$1,600.00

Hawea Flat School

Hawea Flat School is located in a rural area, 18 kilometres from Wanaka.
The community values a holistic approach to education with emphasis on academic,
cultural and sporting skills. Swimming is a life-skill and the school has a learners pool in
the school grounds which they are trying to upgrade. The pool is used for swimming
lessons, practice for events such as triathlon during term time and then used after
school, weekends and in the holidays by the wider community. Currently the cleaning
system is inadequate. There is no automated system meaning that the pool has to be
cleaned manually with a scoop net and brush. Funding has been awarded to upgrade
the filtration system and install an automated cleaning system.

$1,500.00

Head Injury Society of Southland

Head Injury Society of Southland was established to help the need of persons with
head injuries, their families and carers. The rehabilitation of a person with a head
injury and also the impact on their families is their main focus. Head/brain injuries
including stroke are the leading cause of disability in New Zealand. Recently they have
experienced an increased demand for their services in the Queenstown/Arrowtown
area. Funding has been awarded to provide printing and stationery for resources as
well as support for telephone costs.

$220.00

Heart Kids Central Otago

Twelve babies are born with a heart defect every week in New Zealand - the largest
group of chronically ill children requiring ongoing medical intervention in New
Zealand. Heart Kids Central Otago has received funding to send three of their Branch
members to attend the 2015 Heart Kids New Zealand conference. Central Otago is
isolated geographically and this networking, acquired educational and social benefits
will flow on to the whole community.

$840.00

Kahu Youth Trust

Kahu Youth Trust operates a youth centre in Wanaka and employs two full-time youth
workers who promote positive youth development in the Upper Clutha district. They
do this through programmes, events, workshops, mentoring, one-on-one support and
advocacy, and a drop-in centre. The Trust moved into the new Youth Centre facility in
Russell Street two years ago. The building was built in the 1970’s and has needed
furnishing, renovating, walls removed, electrical work and improvements in the kitchen
and toilet areas to improve hygienic standards. Funding has been awarded to assist
with the removal and installation of carpet in the Youth Centre.

$1,293.00
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Lake County A&P Society

Lake County A&P Society provides an affordable family day out at an iconic rural
event, one that has been occurring since 1904. The Show includes animals, shopping,
prize ribbons and rosettes, shearing, home industries, show-jumping, family
entertainment and history. Funding has been approved to print an A5-sized booklet
outlining the history of Lake Hayes A&P Show. It is felt that this will be a very
interesting and worthwhile visual record of the Annual Show and will be a great
commemorative booklet as the Society celebrates its hundredth Show.

$2,500.00

Life Education Trust Heartland
Otago/Southland

Life Education Trust is a non-profit organisation that teaches life, health, wellness and
social skills to young people. The Trust operates a mobile classroom that has many
unique educational facilities within it, including the Trusts ambassador, Harold the
Giraffe. The Trust aims to offer every child the opportunity to spend time in the
mobile classroom and have contact with Harold on an annual basis. This regular
contact ensures the values taught by the Trust are reinforced in young people’s minds.
Funding has been approved to contribute towards the annual operating expenses
which include teaching equipment, staff expenses and admin, classroom and
vehicle maintenance.

$2,000.00

New Zealand Gold Panning
Championships - Otago Goldfields
Heritage Trust

The Otago Goldfields Heritage Trust is the overseeing body of the New Zealand
Gold Panning Championships which provides the opportunity to take part in the sport
of Gold Panning. This international sport ties in directly with the gold-mining history of
the area. Gold Panning is something that any age can take part in and participants are
actively encouraged. Funding has been approved for hire equipment costs of the
marquee needed for the set-up of special purpose gold mining troughs for this event
on Butlers Green in Arrowtown in April 2015.

$1,500.00

NZ Mountain Film Festival
Charitable Trust

NZ Mountain Film Festival Charitable Trust operates an annual film and art festival in
Wanaka and Queenstown. It is a nine-day event focused on adventurous sports and
lifestyles and includes a New Zealand and International film makers competition,
film-editing competition, art display, talks from international speakers and New
Zealand adventurers, an adventure film school, community workshops, free avalanche
safety lecture, writing, art and photography workshops and entertainment from local
musicians. Wanaka and Queenstown are inherently outdoor communities and the
event promotes these ideals. The festival encourages the community to partake in
active and healthy activities relevant to their physical capabilities. The festival will
occur in July 2015 and it is estimated that 3,500–4,000 people will attend. Funding
has been awarded to contribute towards sound and AV costs.

$2,000.00

NZ Rural Games Trust

NZ Rural Games Trust celebrates the country’s rural heritage, revitalised through a
series of spectator-friendly competitions featuring world-class competitors from
throughout New Zealand. The iconic setting of Queenstown, with its strong farming
ties, as well as global tourism reputation, provides the ideal scenic backdrop for an
event that celebrates the industry that built New Zealand. NZ Rural Games is working
in conjunction with Sport NZ and all the Rural Sports Associations in New Zealand
(Wood Chopping, Sheep Shearing, Sheep Dog Trials, Coal Shovelling, Highland
Games and Rodeo etc) to host a two-day event which is planned for Waitangi
Weekend in central Queenstown with the inaugural event occurring in 2015.
Funding has been approved to cover first aid costs.

$2,280.00

Presbyterian Support Otago

The purpose of Presbyterian Support Otago is to work across the generations for
positive change, strong families and healthy communities. Funding has been approved
to contribute towards the installation of wireless internet at Elmslie House Home &
Hospital in Wanaka that will have benefits to present and future residents and their
families. This project has been requested by residents and staff for a number of years
but falls outside of the scope of present residential contracts. Having wireless internet
access will enable residents to communicate with loved ones throughout New Zealand
and the rest of the world on Skype, reducing their feeling of loneliness.

$2,000.00

Queenstown Childcare Centre
Incorporated t/a Queenstown
Preschool and Nursery

Queenstown Preschool and Nursery provides quality education and care in a safe,
educational and supportive environment, which is responsive to the needs of the
children and their families. The centre provides full day, year round early childhood
education and care. Funding has been approved to provide an additional sun umbrella
for the outdoor area that can be easily manoeuvred around and put up and down
as required.

$5,800.00

Queenstown Cricket Club

Queenstown Cricket Club represents the playing interests of around 300 players.
All cricket in the Wakatipu basin is administered by the Club from age 5 to adult.
The club provides playing equipment for approximately 300 members. Some of this
equipment is to provide all players, especially juniors, adequate protection from the
ball. In addition, the peculiar nature of cricket requires a new ball for each innings,
particularly in adult matches. Funding has been awarded to assist with the
replacement of equipment including batting gloves, bowling machine balls, umpire
counters, scorebooks, bat grips and cricket balls.

$1,000.00

Queenstown Gymnastics Club

Queenstown Gymnastics Club offer recreational and competitive artistic gymnastics
training for children aged from five years. Currently their membership comprises of
approximately 130 children from four Wakatipu primary schools. Their current
gymnastics equipment including the sprung floor is in the vicinity of ten-years old and
showing considerable signs of wear and tear. Their current sprung floor is also smaller
than that required for national competitive level, is considerably damaged from wear
and tear, and from vandalism caused in May. Funding has been approved to assist with
the purchase of a new sprung floor for the safety and advancement of the children.

$3,000.00

ORGANISATION

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

GRANT
AWARDED

Queenstown Ice Skating Club

The Queenstown Ice Skating Club is the only Ice Skating Club in the Wakatipu and
offers the community a club environment to learn to skate, from beginners to
competition levels. In 2013, the Ice Show was established to allow children to develop
even further, to give them the opportunity to be involved in a production, to do a live
performance, taking on characters, and learning how to be part of a show involving
every member of the Ice Skating Club. This year the Ice Show will run on the
2–4 October and is themed Under the Sea. Funding has been approved to assist with
costs which include venue costs for practice and shows, staging and set fitout.

$2,000.00

Queenstown Primary School

Queenstown Primary School is the largest primary school in the Wakatipu District,
providing education for students from Year 0 to Year 8. Incorporating digital
technology into students’ day-to-day learning has become essential to education and
the School continues to look at ways to develop these learning opportunities. Student
access to end user devices such as Desktops, Laptops, Netbooks and Tablets is
required. Due to an increasing demand the School constantly needs to source funds
to purchase more. Funding has been approved for the purchase of three iPads
and cases.

$1,537.11

Queenstown Trails Trust

Queenstown Trails Trust facilitates and helps fund walking, cycling and horse-riding
trails throughout the Wakatipu basin. The Queenstown Trail is a 110 kilometres
world-class walking and cycling trail that connects Queenstown CBD, Jack’s Point,
Arrowtown and Gibbston. Funding has been awarded to assist with three years
maintenance of the Kelvin Peninsula Golf course loop of the Kelvin Peninsula Trail.
This section is not currently an official part of the Queenstown Trails as it didn’t meet
the Government NZ Cycleway standard. The Queenstown Trails Trust has Council
approval to fund and upgrade this section so that it can be an official part of the
Queenstown Trail. The Kelvin Peninsula trail is the third most used trail section on the
Queenstown Trail after the Frankton Trail and Kawarau Falls bridge. The upgrade
includes forming trail close to the lake’s edge through a large rocky area to avoid a
steep uphill and downhill
single track.

$1,500.00

Remarkable Runners Harriers Club

Remarkable Runners provides an athletics programme for children aged between
5–16 years who would like to learn and develop their athletic ability further. The club
is run completely by volunteers. Funding has been approved to assist with the cost of
providing education to volunteers in the community that can help with future coaching
of young athletes. Coaches need to be trained to teach the children correct
techniques, age appropriate exercises, suitable warm-up drills and healthy nutrition.

$380.00

Remarkable Theatre

The purpose of Remarkable Theatre is to produce and read theatrical works, both
drama and comedy, with the emphasis on non-musical presentations. They are
completely administered by volunteers. Their major production for 2014 is ‘Allo ‘Allo
and is based on the classic British comedy television series. The show will be
performed over four nights in Arrowtown. Funding has been awarded to assist with
hall hire and costumes.

$1,500.00

Remarkables Parents Association

The Remarkables Parents Association is the parent and community support group for
Remarkables Primary School. Funding has been approved to purchase three Epsom
Visualisers. Visualisers act as a webcam that connects to interactive whiteboards or a
projection system. Anything that is shown under the visualiser is then visible to the
whole class. They aim to use the visualisers across the school in classrooms as needed,
but largely with learning needs students in group settings.

$1,547.00

RockFormation Charitable Trust

RockFormation Charitable Trust was formed in response to the growth in the number
of youth selecting rock and contemporary music as their preferred genres and the
recognition that there are limited opportunities within the local community for local
young musicians to develop this interest. RockFormation encourages and supports
the formation of students’ bands, grows musicianship, creativity, technical and
performance skills and prepares students for the professional music industry. Funding
has been approved to purchase one new lightweight PA speakers/stage monitor for
band practice and use at performances. This equipment will be available for use by all
Wakatipu musicians who are registered members.

$1,879.00

Royal New Zealand Plunket Society
Wakatipu District

Royal New Zealand Plunket Society has an aim of ‘Together the best start for every
child’. The Car Seat Service in particular has a focus on providing car restraints that
are affordable and accessible to the whole community. Funding has been approved to
replace seats that expire this year to ensure that they continue to have enough seats
and variety to meet their current and future needs. The seats they wish to purchase
will also enable families to utilise them for longer now that the law has changed with
children required to be in restraints until the age of seven.

$1,980.00

Snow Sports NZ

Snow Sports NZ promotes, develops, enhances and protects all snow sports mainly as
amateur sports for recreation and entertainment. Funding has been awarded to
purchase a Mono-Ski for use in the Cardrona Adaptive Programme. The Mono-Ski is
designed for use by individuals with mobility or lower extremity disabilities and spinal
cord injuries. The Mono-Ski will last for approximately ten years and is a long-lasting
contribution to the Adaptive Programme. This programme supports up to 200
adaptive skiers in the Otago and Southland regions as well as nationally.

$2,000.00
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Southern Lakes Arts Festival Trust
known as the Festival of Colour

The Southern Lakes Arts Festival Trust’s mission and purpose is to create and run a
top quality and iconic arts festival for the benefit of the communities of Wanaka and
the wider Central Otago and Southern Lakes region. The Festival of Colour is a
turbo-charged delivery of the arts - six days and nights of theatre, dance, music and
visual arts set against the stunning backdrop of the Southern Lakes in Autumn. The
Festival has affordable ticket prices and free events so that there is accessibility for
all. Funding has been approved to assist with the print costs of their main piece of
marketing collateral - the 2015 Festival programme brochure. This 36-page
programme details all the performances and booking information.

$5,000.00

Sport Otago

Sport Otago is a provider and deliverer of sport and recreation services to schools,
Regional Sports Organisations, clubs, and the general community. Their major
objective is to assist in and lead the development and growth of sport and physical
activity levels in Otago. Funding has been approved to purchase a portable data
projector and a laminator to assist with the delivery of programmes, activities and
events within the Queenstown Lakes District. This equipment will be utilised in
schools, community focused activities, and for both children and adults’ events.

$1,496.57

St John Wakatipu

St John Wakatipu is there to provide an emergency response to all first-aid call-outs
24~7 and are staffed by a mix of volunteer and paid staff. The growth of the area has
meant they need to respond to more and more callouts and a larger community and
visitor base. St John Wakatipu is also deemed as an emergency command centre
should a significant disaster or earthquake occur. A report conducted indicated that
changes are needed to the Earthquake strengthening to meet the new codes. Funding
has been approved to assist with costs associated with Earthquake strengthening.

$3,654.00

The Lake Hawea
Community Centre

The purpose of the Lake Hawea Community Centre is to manage and run their
community-owned Centre. This Centre provides a venue for sporting clubs including
outdoor bowls, netball and tennis. It also incorporates a large function room for
weddings, conferences and local fundraising events. It also houses a Council-run
Library. Funding has been approved to purchase an electric floor cleaner for use in
the main hall which has a chipboard floor sealed with polyurethane.

$2,000.00

The Parenting Place Attitude Youth Division

Attitude, the youth division of The Parenting Place, is New Zealand’s largest provider
of health programmes in high schools. Last year, they delivered 1,971 presentations in
92% of high schools. Using a variety of media, Attitude equips young people with life
skills and insights to safely negotiate their teenage years and to build meaningful lives.
Attitude messages are strategically designed to help prevent the high suicide and
pregnancy rates among our young people, as well as drug and alcohol abuse,
depression, bullying, and sexually transmitted infections. Attitude presenters will visit
two high schools in the Queenstown-Lakes district in July 2015 to deliver ten
presentations to approximately 1,100 students, as part of a larger project involving all
six high schools in the larger Central Otago region. Funding has been awarded to
assist with the provision of Hardwired handbooks for Year 10 students in the
Queenstown Lakes district.

The Queenstown Art Society

The focus of the Queenstown Art Society is to promote and encourage people to
participate in visual arts. As part of their educational programme, they would like to
help High School aged young people to gain more technical skills to enhance their
school’s art courses and future job options, including the film industry. Funding has
been approved for the purchase of airbrush equipment to enable Spike Wademan,
who has worked as an illustrator for 40 years, to teach young people the art of
airbrushing after school at the Queenstown Arts Centre.

$2,434.78

Upper Clutha Women’s
Support Group

Upper Clutha Womens Support Group (UCWSG) support women and families who
experience any form of abuse. A grant has been approved to subsidise crisis
counselling for clients who contact UCWSG specifically for issues related to alcohol,
gambling and other addictions. Clients would contribute a portion of the counselling
with the balance to come from this funding subsidy.

$2,000.00

Wakatipu Abuse Prevention
Network t/a Jigsaw Central Lakes

Jigsaw Central Lakes assists individuals and families to receive appropriate assistance
in helping them to make positive changes in their circumstances. This agency has
recently employed four new staff and funding has been approved to contribute
towards their professional development.

$2,150.00

Wakatipu High School ‘Best Served Chilled’ Jazz Band

Wakatipu High School’s focus is on quality learning in an environment that enables and
encourages students to become independent learners. Their aim is to provide
opportunities for all students to develop their full potential by discovering their
strengths and building on these. Funding has been approved to cover festival
registration for the 2015 Southern Jam Youth Jazz Festival. The senior jazz band,
‘Best Served Chilled’ has been growing in size and ability, winning the Southland Jam
Jazz Competition seven times. Being outside of the national school curriculum, the
jazz band is not supported financially by the government.

$920.00

$395.70
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Wakatipu Junior Golf Club

The focus and purpose of Wakatipu Junior Golf Club is to increase golf participation
and offer a more structured golfing pathway for under 19 year olds in the Wakatipu
Basin. Golf promotes growth of confident young men and women with integrity,
courtesy, respect and honesty. The game of golf encourages good judgment,
sportsmanship, responsibility and the perseverance to thrive in life. This Club is newly
formed and set up for juniors to join which entitles them to full playing rights at
Frankton Golf Centre, Queenstown Golf Club, Arrowtown Golf Club and to a limited
extent, Millbrook Resort. The club will have its own identity, structure and
development pathways using the combined resources of all the Golf Clubs in the
Wakatipu Basin. The energy and commitment of a coordinator will be the key to the
success of this initiative. They will be responsible for all training sessions and games,
membership, competitions, administration and coordination of the pathway set out in
the objectives of this initiative. Funding has been approved for an iPad, internet
connection, stationery and teaching aids for this new Coordinator.

$2,000.00

Wakatipu Reforestation Trust

Wakatipu Reforestation Trust provides free or low-cost native plants for community
planting around the Wakatipu Basin to restore some of the natural heritage.
An educational facility is also provided to enable children and schools to become
familiar with native plants, their benefits to native bird life and insects, their
propagation and planting. Funding has been approved for a pamphlet/brochure that
explains the objectives of the Wakatipu Reforestation Trust, describes their nursery
and provides information on how to volunteer time at the nursery or planting and how
to make donations.

$2,950.00

Wakatipu Search & Rescue

Wakatipu Search & Rescue is a totally volunteer organisation that aims to provide
search and rescue expertise to the people of the Wakatipu in a professional, timely
and competent manner, to rescue, to retrieve the lost, injured, ill or missing and bring
them home to their loved ones. Funding has been approved to purchase a Motorola
base radio and link box to replace their old set which has only 32 channels. They can
use 100 channels on their up-to-date units in the field. The new unit would enable
them to communicate with searchers at all times ensuring their safety in the field.
The link box would solve many of their communication problems presented by the
surrounding mountains. Both pieces of equipment have been earmarked as a top
priority to ensure searcher safety.

$7,216.27

Wakatipu Youth Trust

Wakatipu Youth Trust operates a youth centre in Queenstown and employs four
youth workers who promote positive youth development in the Wakatipu region. They
achieve this through programmes, educational courses, events and by providing oneon-one support and advocacy. Engaging young people in projects which interest them
and providing them with adequate resources and support is a proven strengths-based
approach to positive youth development. The Trust runs numerous programmes and
events throughout the year including art projects after school and during school
holiday programmes. Funding has been approved for supplies and resources for the
programmes run during the year.

$1,000.00

Wanaka Preschool Early
Childhood Centre

Wanaka Preschool has received funding to replace their dishwasher.

$1,000.00
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